
Reform of the EPA: The impact 
on communities and the 

environment.

Workshop



Objectives:

• Build understanding of ‘environmental justice’ to strengthen your 
campaigns.

• Know your rights & opportunities for involvement under Vic pollution 
laws.

• Getting involved in reform of EPA/ Environment Protection Act.



What is environmental justice?



Environmental justice campaigns

Key elements:

• Community/grassroots led

• Focus on health impacts and injustices to local communities

• May raise socioeconomic issues– is a disadvantaged community being 
unfairly impacted? 

• Demands for community to be involved in decision-making, right to 
information, equal access to the law, stopping unfair burden on 
disadvantaged communities.

• Use the language of justice, unfair burden etc.



Community rights & the EPA

• Making submissions on works approval applications

• Appealing licence or works approval decisions (limited circumstances)

• Reporting pollution/breaches

• Accessing information from the EPA eg pollution monitoring

• Voluntary community consultation committees



10 things you need to know about the 
environment protection reforms



1. Environmental justice

“Government is committed to 
environmental justice, including principles 
of inclusion and equity. 

DELWP will lead work to determine the 
best whole of government approach to 
improving environmental justice,
including integration into existing decision 
making, commencing in 2017.” 
– Govt response



2. General duty not to pollute

“This reform will deliver a landmark shift 
towards preventing harm to the health of 
Victorians and our environment. 

Government will legislate to introduce a 
general preventative duty as part of the 
overhaul of the Environment Protection Act.” 
– Govt response



3. Human health 

There will be “enhanced and 
consolidated environmental 
health capability in the EPA” and 
“more effective and coordinated 
management of environmental 
health issues in Victoria” 

– Govt response



Community participation

4. Community rights to appeal EPA’s decisions & 
take enforcement action

“Government supports the intent of clarifying which third 
parties may apply for review of EPA decisions” – Govt
response.

“Government supports the intent of providing access to 
justice and holding polluters to account” – Govt response. 

5. Community participation



6. Right to know/access to information 

“Government will consider the best mechanism to require 
publication of emissions data while not imposing undue 
regulatory burden”

“Requirements will be consistent with protection of 
commercially confidential information.” – Govt response



7. Enforcement 

“It is important that the EPA’s range and severity of 
sanctions is in line with what is expected of a modern 
regulator, to achieve stronger deterrence and better 
environmental outcomes.” – Govt response



8. Pollution monitoring 

“There are opportunities to 
significantly improve the EPA’s 
monitoring networks in air and water 
environments across Victoria.” – Govt
response



9. Climate Change

“In developing the Victorian Climate 
Change Strategy, government will identify 
appropriate policy instruments, including 
determining if and when EPA regulation is 
appropriate.” – Govt response



10. Mining  

“Work plans…to be referred to the EPA for determination of 
appropriate environmental management conditions related to waste 
and pollution” – Govt response.

“…establish clear and easy 
to use environmental 
standards.”



Get involved!

• Decisions are being made now. 

• Write to the Minister telling her what reforms you want

• Use the hashtag #ourEPAVic if using social media

• Fill out our survey - https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/ourEPA

• Go to the EPA consultation sessions

• Contact the EPA and tell them what you want.

https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/ourEPA


Thank you

Briefing paper on the reforms on our website:

www.envirojustice.org.au/epa

Support our work

www.envirojustice.org.au/donate

http://www.envirojustice.org.au/epa-reform-report-govt-response
https://envirojustice.org.au/donate

