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By email only: chairman@sbi.co.in, dinesh.khara@sbi.co.in, a.bhatia@sbi.co.in, md.cr@sbi.co.in 

 
Dear SBI Executive Committee, 

 

1. We act for Ms Claire Galvin and Ms Brooklyn O’Hearn. Our clients are young community leaders 

from northern Queensland, Australia, who are very concerned about the environmental impacts of 

the Carmichael Coal Mine and Rail Infrastructure Project (“Carmichael Project”). 

 

2. We refer to our correspondence of 1 December 2020 (“Prior Correspondence”), in which we made 

an urgent request on behalf of our clients that you reject the loan requested of you by Adani’s 

Bravus Group for its Carmichael Project, and which we have attached to this letter for your 

convenience. 

 
3. In the Prior Correspondence we provided you with new expert evidence demonstrating the harms 

the Carmichael Project will cause to the World Heritage listed Great Barrier Reef, including through 

exacerbating global climate change.  

 
4. In the Prior Correspondence,1 we noted that the SBI recognizes the need to incorporate 

environmental considerations in its decision-making, including in its credit approvals processes, and 

that there is a reputational risk in not doing so. We cited the SBI’s Sustainability Report 2019-2020,2 

which states at page 24:  

 

                                                           

1 See paragraph 7 
2 See: SBI Sustainability Report 2019/20.  
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“Meanwhile, the Bank has integrated environmental considerations into its decision-making 

process, to mitigate the credit and reputational risks that can arise out of environmental 

deterioration. SBI insists on compliance with environmental best practices in its credit 

approval process.” 

 

5. We write to draw your attention to a matter relevant to your assessment of environmental 

considerations when making a decision in relation to the Carmichael Project. 

 

6. Attached to this letter is a media release in relation to penalty infringement notices issued by the 

Australian Government Department of Agriculture, Water and the Environment (“the Department”) 

under the Environment Protection and Biodiversity Conservation Act 1999.3 In brief, on 30 October 

2020, the Department issued two infringement notices totaling $25,920 (AUD) to Adani Mining Pty 

Ltd, the Australian subsidiary of the Adani group, for breaching its federal environmental approval 

for the Carmichael Project - the subject of the SBI’s proposed 5,000 crore (INR) loan to Adani 

Mining Pty Ltd.4 

 

7. The contraventions for which the infringement notices were issued related to failures to undertake 

pre-clearance species surveys within the required time frames, and to revise its management 

measures as a result of those surveys. These requirements were in place to protect wildlife, 

including listed threatened species, and contravention of them is not merely administrative. These 

breaches do not accord with the environmental best practices that the SBI insists on in its credit 

approvals process.  

 

8. We note that this environmental breach is not an isolated incident. Adani Mining Pty Ltd, in 

addition to its executive officers, its parent company (Adani Enterprises Limited) and related body 

                                                           

3 Department of Agriculture, Water and the Environment, ‘QLD mining company fined for breaching environmental 
approval conditions’ (1 December 2020), available at https://www.awe.gov.au/news/media-releases/qld-mining-
company-fined-breaching-environmental-approval-conditions. 
4 IANS, ‘SBI set to offer Rs 5000 cr loan to Adani coal project in Australia: Report’, Business Standard (17 November 
2020), available at https://www.business-standard.com/article/companies/sbi-set-to-offer-rs-5000-cr-loan-to-adani-
coal-project-in-australia-report-120111701051_1.html; ‘SBI set to offer Rs 5000 crore loan to Adani coal project in 
Australia: Report’, Tribune India (17 November 2020), available at https://www.tribuneindia.com/news/business/sbi-
set-to-offer-rs-5000-crore-loan-to-adani-coal-project-in-australia-report-171698. 
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corporates, have a concerning track record of failing to comply with environmental regulations 

across multiple projects, including the Carmichael Project.  We have analysed many of these 

breaches in briefings, copies of which we have attached to this letter for your convenience.5  

 

9. For the reasons outlined above and for those stated in the Prior Correspondence, our clients 

urgently request that you do not provide funding for the Carmichael Project.  

 

Yours sincerely, 

 
 
Ariane Wilkinson 

Senior Lawyer 
Environmental Justice Australia 

 
Attachments: 

Attachment 1 – 1 December Letter 

Attachment 2 - Adani fined for breaching environmental approval conditions 

Attachment 3 – Suitable Scrutiny (August 2020) 

Attachment 4 – The Adani Brief Update (January 2019) 
Attachment 5 – The Adani Brief (February 2017) 

 

 

                                                           

5 Suitable Scrutiny, August 2020, Environmental Justice Australia, 
available online at https://www.envirojustice.org.au/wp-content/uploads/2020/09/Environmental-Justice- 
Australia_Briefing-Note_Suitable-Scrutiny_25-August-2020.pdf; The Adani Brief Update, January 2019, Environmental 
Justice Australia, available online at 
https://www.envirojustice.org.au/wp-content/uploads/2019/03/Adani-Brief_update_2019.pdf; The Adani Brief, 
February 2017, Environmental Justice Australia, available online at https://www.envirojustice.org.au/wp- 
content/uploads/2018/12/adani_brief_eja.pdf. See Attachments 3-5.  
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