
BAYSIDE

A MAGAZINE BY BAYSIDE CITY COUNCIL www.bayside.vic.gov.au ISSUE #12 JUNE 2002



Mayor’s Message

....................................................

Bayside News is a tri-annual 
publication produced by Bayside 
City Council

Corporate Centre
Royal Avenue, Sandringham
P.O. Box 27 Sandringham VIC 3191
Open: Mon - Fri, 8.30am - 5.00pm 
(except public holidays)
T: 03 9599 4444
F: 03 9598 4474
E: enquiries@bayside.vic.gov.au
W: www.bayside.vic.gov.au

Cover:Windhover sculpture
Printed on Cyclus 100% 
recycled paper

02 Mayor’s Message

03 Family and Children’s Services 

04 Aged and Disability Services

05 Youth Services - Youth Activity
in Bayside

06 Waste Management in Bayside

07 Leisure and Arts

08 Environment Projects

09 Planning

10 Local Government - Serving 
the Community 

11 Major Developments in Bayside

12      Infrastructure - The Challenge of 
the Future  

14      Better Health for Bayside

15      Regulatory Reminders

16 What’s On

co
nt

en
ts

Welcome to the June edition of Bayside News.

In this edition, we focus on the role that local gov-
ernment plays in the community, delivering services
and providing essential community infrastructure.

Bayside News is being distributed at a time 
when Council has released the Draft 2002/2003
Budget for public comment. This Budget has been
prepared after an exhaustive process of analysis
and review by all Councillors.

Local government is under pressure. It is operating
in an environment in which increased demands are
being placed on Council to provide services, while
at the same time, funding from other tiers of gov-
ernment is being reduced. In framing the Bayside
Budget the Council has had to take account of
both short-term factors and long-term needs.

In the short-term, we have to meet the needs 
of our community and ensure that the right mix 
of services are being delivered.We also need 
to ensure that these services are being delivered 
in the most efficient way possible.All of the 
activities that Council undertakes have a cost.
These costs must be met from the available 
revenue. Each year we have to make choices 
on what services to provide and the level at 
which to fund them.We must also look beyond 
the 12-month cycle and focus long term.We 
have to make provision for the development and
maintenance of local infrastructure.

At present we are under-investing 
in our infrastructure. This gap will widen unless 
we lift our capital spending.All Councils are facing 
the same challenge – the need to increase capital
outlays while maintaining community services and
ensuring that rates are set in an equitable way.
In paying our rates we are not just funding services
but also investing in the future of our City.

Bayside faces some additional challenges.
We have a narrow range of revenue sources.
As a predominantly residential area, we have 
to rely on residential rates for the major part 
of our income.We do not have the receipts from
parking services or commercial rates that many 
of our neighbouring councils receive through 
the presence of large shopping centres and 
industrial estates. The challenge is to ensure 
that we maintain the quality of the Bayside 
environment.We have begun this process in 
the 2002/2003 Budget, by facing the future 
and introducing a new plan to lift funding for 
our infrastructure needs.

Councillor Terry O’Brien
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Bayside City Council has once again
shown itself to be a leader in the field
of Family & Children’s Services
through its endorsement of the
Bayside Early Years Advisory Group
(BEYAG). The group comprises of
twelve parent representatives who
meet regularly with Bayside
Councillors to discuss issues relating
to children’s services within the City.
Earlier this year BEYAG developed its
vision, which states that: early years 
families in Bayside will:
» receive timely, reliable and relevant

information regarding parenting and
parenting services and programs:

» receive quality accessible and
affordable services, including

Maternal and Child Health,
Child Care and Preschool:

» have a range of facilities and 
activities accessible for support 
and befriending opportunities:

» live in a family-friendly environment
with parks and shopping facilities
suitable for families with young 
children.

BEYAG now has a fortnightly column
in the Bayside Leader so you can
keep up to date with all its news.
You can contact BEYAG by email 
at beyag@bayside.vic.gov.au, by
phone on 9599 4444 or by 
mail to Bayside City Council,
PO Box 27,Sandringham 3191.

Open Weekend A Success
Many parents took advantage of
Bayside’s Open Day Weekend for
Early Childhood Programs held on
18–19 May. More than 30 kinder-
gartens, child-care centres, pre-
schools and creches opened their
doors to show off their facilities and
answer parents’ queries.
Cr Craig Tucker said, "The goal of the
weekend was to provide answers to
the many questions that parents of
young children have about early
childhood services in Bayside." 

The weekend was organised following
consultation with the Bayside Early
Years Advisory Group (BEYAG).

BEYAG
Gives Bayside
Parents a Say

Family
and Children’s Services
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Assisting Bayside’s Aged 
and Disabled Residents
Bayside City Council has a number of specialised
services that provide assistance to the City’s aged
and disabled residents.Among the services offered
are Home Care, Personal Care, Social Support and
Home Maintenance. Before receiving these servic-
es, clients have to meet certain eligibility criteria.

Home Care
Every month Council provides 3,806 hours of 
Home Care to an average of 1,250 people.
This service assists clients with duties that are 
difficult to manage due to increased levels of frailty,
and that may help prevent admission to residential
care.The duties Council assists clients with include:
» cleaning bathrooms and toilets
» sweeping and mopping floors
» vacuuming

» shopping (locally)
» cleaning internal windows within reach.

There is a fee for the Home Care service, based 
on an hourly rate and the recipient’s ability to pay.

Personal Care
Every week Council provides 300 hours of Personal
Care to 180 people. This service assists community
members with carrying out daily living tasks so 
that they can continue to remain independent 
and retain their dignity.

The duties we assist clients with include:
» assistance with showering
» assistance with dressing
» assistance with grooming
» monitoring of medication
» monitoring of nutrition.

Bayside Library Service
Information! Imagination!
Albert Einstein wrote that "Imagination
is more important than knowledge".
Cr Simon Russell said, "Bayside Library
Service has embraced this view by
introducing a number of initiatives that
help to stimulate imagination."

Your local library has activities for 
all ages. For the very young we have
Toddler Storytime and Pre-school
Storytime. For school-age children,
there’s the Children’s Book Club.There’s
also an adult’s Book Club, a Poetry
Group, ‘Music in the Very Round’ and
the annual Bibliofest festival. Your library
does far more than just lend books.
It fires the imagination.

If you haven’t visited your library lately,
you’ll be amazed at what it offers:
» information specialists to help answer

your questions
» computer and Internet training
» free Internet access and computer use
» CDs, videos, talking books
» extensive local history collection
» magazines and newspapers.

Bayside Library Services can also be
accessed on-line.You can reserve and
renew items, "Ask a Librarian", and
search the catalogue. Just visit
www.bayside.vic.gov.au/library.
Alternatively, contact Council directly 
for your closest branch.

Fire your imagination.
Visit a Bayside library.

Aged and Disability Services
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Youth Advisory Group Update
The Bayside Youth Advisory Group
(YAG) has recently been involved in a
number of Council and youth services
initiatives.

Mayor, Cr Terry O’Brien said;"
YAG is aimed at encouraging youth
participation in Council initiatives
and strategies, it also provides 
an avenue for young people to
communicate with Council."
Recent initiatives include:
» working at the Youth Services Stand

and Youth Information Caravan at
the 2002 Bayside Fiesta, distribut-
ing Youth Info Cards,Youth Advisory
Group information and running a

competition for young people; and
» organising and promoting the

‘Extreme Kaos’ National Youth Week
event, which was held on 10 April.

The Youth Advisory Group has been
operating for 18 months and now has
17 members who meet every three
weeks.

Extreme Kaos
Bayside’s youth enjoyed an extreme
day out on 10 April as part of National
Youth Week. Bayside City Council, in
collaboration with Kingston City
Council, funded and organised the
‘Extreme Kaos’ event held at William
Fry Reserve, Cheltenham.Among the

activities that proved popular were a
skateboard clinic and demonstration,
a rock climbing wall, a tribal drum-
ming workshop and a jumping castle.

Peterson Reserve Hosts
Exciting Workshops and
Competitions
The Peterson Reserve Skate Park is
certain to become a centre of attrac-
tion for Bayside’s youth following its
official opening on 27 April.

Cr Simon Russell said: "The park will
provide a safe and secure skating
area for those young people in the
community who are less experi-
enced on skate boards and
rollerblades."

The opening was marked by a skate
workshop given by renowned skate
expert, Tony Hallam. Upcoming events
include a BMX workshop on Tuesday
2 July and a Skate and BMX compe-
tition on Saturday 17 August.

Coming Up
Bayside City Council has planned a
number of other events for the City’s
youth including:

» X-Treme teen program and youth
centre activities during the July
school holidays;

» a youth art exhibition during
Victorian Youth Week (12–18
August);

» personal development programs
being run at Sandringham,
Secondary College during second
term;

» ongoing Youth Information Caravan
visits to schools and outreach loca-
tions; and

» a school holiday program in
September/October.

For more information about any Youth
Services activities, contact Melanie
Doherty on 9599 4387.

There is a fee for the Personal Care service, based
on an hourly rate and the recipient’s ability to pay.

Social Support
Under the Bayside Social Support program, Council
offers eligible older members of the community the
opportunity to participate in a range of programs. In
fact, about 110 clients attend a Social Support pro-
gram each week.The programs provided include:
» Adult Day Activity Support Services (ADASS) – 

an activity-focussed program offering creative,
recreational and intellectual opportunities.

» Bayside Bites – a program for older people who
are socially isolated and would like to make new
friends and enjoy good food and company.

» Bayside Striders – an assisted walking group 
for physically fit people who experience memory 
problems and/or confusion.

There is a fee for the activities provided by 
the Social Support programs.This fee is
based on the recipient’s ability to pay.

Home Maintenance
The Home Maintenance service provides 
assistance to help maintain a safe and secure 
environment. The service covers duties that don’t
require a qualified tradesperson. Some examples 
of duties include:
» installation of rails
» installation of smoke alarms
» replacing light globes
» removing hazards
» cleaning gutters and spouting.

There is a fee for the Home Maintenance 
service, based on an hourly rate and the 
recipient’s ability to pay.There is a separate 
cost for the purchase of materials.

For more information about any of these 
services, contact Aged and Disability Services 
on 9599 4444.

Cr Nicholas Eden said; "Council has recently 
created a part-time position for an Aged &
Disability Services Occupational Health and
Safety officer. This person will assist both staff
and clients in providing a safe work environment
and will assist clients in seeing how they can
more safely manage tasks in their homes.
Bayside is one of the first Councils in Victoria 
to have such a position based within Aged and
Disability Services."

Cr Michael Heffernan said; "The Aged and
Disability Services, provided by Council, aim 
to enable Bayside residents to live in the 
comfort of their own homes and still get 
the care and assistance that they need."

Youth Services –
Youth Activity in Bayside
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Catchment Care
Four Bayside primary schools 
and a secondary school are 
participating in a Catchment 
Care program designed to raise 
awareness of the effects of litter
on stormwater quality and pro-
mote the ‘Rakali’, a native water
rat. The Rakali is an amphibious
mammal and is recognised as 
a locally significant species.

The primary school students,
from Stella Maris, Sandringham,
Sandringham East andBeaumaris
Primary Schools have been 
playing a game called ‘What a
Load of Rubbish’. The game 
educates and motivates students
to analyse the problems that
waste and litter can cause in 
the environment.As a follow-up 
to the game, the students took
part in an attitudinal survey.
The results showed a remarkable
commitment in support of 
reducing rubbish in Bayside.

The secondary school program
involved students from
Sandringham Secondary College
carrying out a ‘litter sort’ and an
attitudinal survey in the Hampton
Street Shopping Centre. The
results of the ‘litter sort’, and the
survey, were used by the students
in a presentation given to traders
in Bayside. Cr Ken Beadle said:
"The Catchment Care Program 
is a component of Bayside’s Storm-
water Management Plan and was
designed by Council to educate
both primary and secondary 
students about litter and its effects
on stormwater quality, outfalls 
into Port Phillip Bay."

The Catchment Care Project 
is funded by the Environment
Protection Authority, sponsored 
by Bayside City Council and pre-
sented by the Foster Foundation.
It continues until the end of June.

Recognition for Waste
Minimisation Commitment
Bayside City Council’s commit-
ment to waste minimisation has
been recognised by the presenta-
tion of a major award.The South
Eastern Regional Waste
Management Group (SERWMG)
awarded Council its highest 
possible accolade, the Platinum
Award for ‘Best Practice in Waste
Minimisation and Litter Reduction
Education’. The SERWMG awards
acknowledge organisations who
dedicate time and resources to
educational and community 
projects. In the past, a Gold Award
was the highest presented but 
the execellent standard of this
year’s entries necessitated the
introduction of a Platinum Award.

Cr Nicholas Eden was delighted
with the news: "We are very
proud to receive this award," 
he said, "being ‘waste wise’ 
and educating the community
about waste reduction is a high
priority in Bayside." 

Becoming Waste Wise
Bayside City Council is party to 
the Victorian Government’s Waste
Wise Program. Run by Eco
Recycle Victoria, the program
aims to encourage the community
including schools, businesses,
residents and community groups
to reduce waste and litter.Within
the City of Bayside, the program

consists of three integrated 
educational programs: the
Kerbside Services Education
Program, the Waste Wise
Education Program, and the Litter
Prevention Education Program.

The main aims of the Kerbside
Services Education Program
are to:
» provide information about 

available services and their
appropriate use

» increase diversion of organic
waste (including food waste)
from garbage

» reduce contamination in recy-
cling and green waste stream

» promote use of the household
chemical collection service.

The main aims of the 
Waste Wise Education
Program are to:
» promote waste minimisation 

and resource recovery
» increase community involvement

in waste minimisation projects

» encourage businesses,
organisations, schools and 
facilities to become 'waste wise’

» increase understanding of 
recycling, green waste 
and composting

» promote cleaner production
» encourage reduction in 

packaging.

The main aims of the Litter
Prevention Education
Program are to:
» reduce the amount of litter 

in key areas such as public
places and shopping centres

» increase understanding of 
the cost of litter clean-up

» promote proper use of rubbish
and recycling lockups

» increase community 
involvement in litter control and
prevention projects.

For information regarding
Council’s Waste Management
policies and programs, contact
Corena Worrod on 9599 4435.

Waste Management
in Bayside



ARTrium:A Boost for Local
Artists
The most valuable asset for an artist
is exposure. Bayside City Council has
come to the party by providing space
in the foyer of the Council’s Corporate
Centre to local artists, as well as to
artists from outside the city whose
work reflects images of Bayside.
This space, known as the ARTrium,
attracts numerous visitors every day.
Local artists can exhibit their work
free of charge, with a 10% commis-
sion charged for each sale. For more
information, contact Council or email:
artrium@bayside.vic.gov.au

Windhover
Anyone walking along the
Sandringham cliff top would have
noticed a new attraction. In December
last year, despite pouring rain, more
than 100 people attended the 
unveiling of a steel sculpture by
nationally acclaimed artist, Lenton
Parr. The work, named Windhover,
was commissioned by Council after
being proposed by Cr Graeme Disney
and endorsed by Council’s Cultural
Advisory Committee.

According to local resident and artist,
Lenton Parr, "Windhover embodies
the spirit of the locality, a suggestion
of aspirational ideals and of flight
against the wind." 

Cr Graeme Disney said: "What is 
particularly exciting about
Windhover is that the acclaimed
artist who designed the piece is 
not only a nationally recognised
sculptor but also a long-term 
resident of Sandringham."

Sculpture for Landcox Park 
‘Family’ is the subject of an exciting
public art project to be located in
Landcox Park. The sandstone 
sculpture is based on a design 
by artist Junee Gurney, a long-time 
resident of Brighton, who died in
1984.The work is being carved 
by the sculptor, David Glyn Davis.
Although Council has provided 
$5000 for the completion of the work,
the sculpture could not have been
commissioned without the 
generosity of Junee Gurney’s 
daughter, Margaret Gurney, who 
has provided the design to Council at

no cost. The sculpture will be erected
early in the second half of this year.

Memorial to Vietnam Veterans
The City of Bayside now has an 
official memorial to the City’s 
Vietnam Veterans. Located in GL
Basterfield Park, Hampton East,
the memorial was funded by Council
and the Federal Government, with
input from the Beaumaris, Highett 
and Hampton RSLs and the Victorian
Sub-branch of the Vietnam Veterans’
Association of Australia.

Cr Craig Tucker said: "We hope 
the memorial will provide a site 
of reflection and commemoration
for Veterans of the Vietnam War."

The memorial resembles the 
‘White Cross of Long Tan’ and was
constructed by the Brighton based
artists’ consortium, Zableski Han,
out of marine-grade aluminium.
It is a striking monument, particularly
at night when it is lit.

Leisure and Arts
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Towards an Environmentally
Sustainable Future
The environment is no longer an 
issue that ‘other people’ deal with.
Nowadays, councils, businesses,
households and individuals all have 
a responsibility to reduce their 
environmental impact.

Bayside City Council has released 
the Environmental Sustainability
Framework, which aims to help 
guide the development of organisa-
tional practices and procedures with
respect to environmental outcomes.
The Framework outlines Bayside’s
role in, and current approaches to,
environmental sustainability in the
municipality. Features of the
Framework include:
» a snapshot view of the Bayside 

environment

» Bayside within the bigger environ-
mental picture – international,
national and state context

» clarification of ‘environmental 
sustainability’.

Bayside Reaches Climate
Protection Milestone
Part of Bayside’s commitment under
the sustainability framework is its
involvement in the Cities for Climate
Protection (CCP) Australia campaign.
As part of this campaign, Bayside City
Council has compiled a database of
the Council’s energy consumption 
and its greenhouse impact. This
achievement marks the completion 
of Milestone 1 under the CCP 
campaign.The next two milestones
are to set reduction goals and write
an action plan. In collecting the data,
Council has been able to obtain an

accurate picture of the use and cost
of its energy output. It has determined
that more than 75% of Council’s total
electricity bill comes from street light-
ing. In response to its overall findings,
Council has already proposed several
measures to reduce energy con-
sumption, including the installation of
a solar hot water system at a new
kindergarten and the conversion of
Council pool cars to LPG.

Cr Ken Beadle said: "It is very 
important that local government
takes a pro-active role in this 
initiative. Council is committed to
developing and maintaining policies
that enhance our environment."

Identifying Bayside’s Wildlife
If you come across a blue plastic 
half-cone lying in the undergrowth on
the Bayside foreshore, don’t touch it

unless you want to be included in a
research project aimed at identifying
native wildlife. Bayside’s Friends of
Native Wildlife, with funding from
Coast Action/Coastcare, has placed 
a number of these cones along the
foreshore to attract wildlife. Curious
about what is inside, the creatures
take a look and leave behind a tiny
piece of fur. This fur is then analysed
to identify the species. The project
was devised by Council’s Environment
Research Officer and it has already
identified the existence of a Dasyurid,
probably the Antechinus agilis - 
a native nocturnal insectivore, whose
nearest known population was 
previously thought to be at least 25
kilometres away. For more informa-
tion, contact Michael Norris of Friends
of Native Wildlife on 9598 3092.

Environment Projects
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Awaiting Determination
Amendment C2 to the Bayside
Planning Scheme is now with the
Minister for Planning awaiting
approval. This follows a process that
has included the exhibiting of the pro-
posal in June and July 2000, the pro-
cessing and consideration by Council
of 372 submissions on the
Amendment and the convening of an
independent panel to review and
report on the Amendment.

Cr Alex del Porto said: "The 
independent panel found that
Amendment C2 enables Council 

to meet its ‘urban consolidation’
responsibilities under the State
Planning Policy Framework of 
the Bayside Planning Scheme,
and that it can complement
ResCode. It covers such areas 
as height, vegetation protection,
urban character and local variation
to ResCode standards. It also
ensures that development 
controls are tailored to Bayside’s
particular circumstances and 
reflect community expectations
regarding standard of development."

For copies of the Amendment 
and further information contact
Carolyn Thomas, Urban Planing,
on 9599 4341.

Exhibition of Church Street
Urban Design Strategy
The Church Street Urban Design
Strategy is currently being completed
and prepared for exhibition in late
June 2002.This will be two years
since the project was initiated and 
a steering committee formed with
trader and local community rep-
resentatives. Since then, Council 
has completed and exhibited a draft
report, considered 31 submissions
from interested parties and prepared
the final Strategy document.

Cr Michael Heffernan said: "The
Strategy aims to ensure the Church
Street Centre in Brighton retains its
position as one of Melbourne’s pre-
mier shopping centres. It builds on
the Centre’s past success and offers
opportunities for its future. The
Strategy divides the Centre into
three precincts: St Andrew’s,
Central, and Eastern Heritage; and
covers four main areas: Urban
Design,Transport and Circulation,
Planning, and Retail Support."

The Strategy’s major recommenda-
tions include:
» the provision of additional car 

parking (a 185 spaces net increase);
» traffic management at intersections

to slow traffic and provide pedestrian
priority;

» an upgrade of the streetscape 
and urban design standards;

» installation of improved public 
toilet facilities;

» the introduction of a three-storey
height limit for the Centre; and 

» the encouragement of an 
appropriate mix of businesses 
to maintain the diversity and 
vitality of the Centre.

The cost of implementing the 
Church Street Urban Design 
Strategy is $8.9 million, with most 
of that amount being for the increase
in car parking spaces. Council will
shortly exhibit the completed Strategy
and is also planning a feasibility study
into the construction of car parks.

For more information about the 
project please contact Council 
on 9599 4444.

Planning
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The City of Bayside is to undergo 
road safety improvements at eight
locations following the allocation of
$462 000 from the State Govern-
ment’s Blackspot Program. In addition
to the confirmed improvements,
several other applications are still
under consideration.

The projects that have been approved
are the building of roundabouts at
Crisp/Gillies Streets, Hampton and
Dendy/Roslyn Streets in Brighton;
modifications to the roundabout at

Wells/Carpenter Streets, Brighton; 
the installation of traffic lights at the
intersection of Hampton/Durrant/
Cluden Streets, Brighton; the 
construction of traffic islands at
Martin/Drake Streets and Martin/
Foote Streets, Brighton; modifications
to the roundabout at Wells/Carpenter
Streets. Brighton; and modifications 
to the traffic island at Martin/Asling
Streets, Brighton.

Cr Alex del Porto said: "The 
Blackspot Program is part of the
State Government’s ‘Arrive Alive!’
Road Safety Strategy. Bayside’s 
success in receiving these alloca-

tions is due to Council’s consultation
with residents and the close liaison
between Council’s Technical
Services officers and VicRoads." 

Green Light to Traffic Lights
Traffic lights have recently been
installed at two Bayside intersections
where 16 casualty accidents have
occurred over the past five years.
The intersections are at Bluff/
Wickham Roads, Highett and Bluff
Road/Ludstone Street, Hampton.
Both intersections were identified 
as problem spots in the Bluff Road
Route Review commissioned by
Council in 1998.

A traditional view of local Councils 
is that of an organisation responsible
for "roads, rates and rubbish" and,
for some people, these are the most
visible examples of a Council at work.
Of course, this view is well out of date
and does not recognise the full extent
of services that Councils provide to
their communities on a daily basis.
Bayside Council is no exception,
and the diversity of our population 
and increasing community expecta-
tions place even greater pressures 
on Council to deliver a broad range 
of high quality services that meet 
real community needs.

Cities are dynamic places.The
demand levels for particular services
change as our communities change 
in size and composition.The 
population of Bayside is now growing
by around 1% each year, the 
fastest growth of all the ‘inner ring’ 
municipalities. Young families are
being attracted by the lifestyle and

amenities of Bayside, and this is creat-
ing greater requirements for children’s
and youth services.At the same time
the ageing of our population means
that we must provide improved 
services for older persons.While all
members of the community benefit
from the core services of Council, the
specific services that we each 
consume change with our life cycle.
Young families utilise a different set 
of services than other households 
with older children or no children 
at all. Council needs to balance its
services to reflect the needs of all 
segments of our community.

Meeting Community Needs 
The extent of services provided 
by Council is significant.While 
some services are highly visible,
others are taken for granted and 
some are often unrecognised.
Bayside’s total budget expenditure
(current and capital) in 2001/2002
was almost $58 million.

Bayside Council has four broad roles –
service provision, infrastructure main-
tenance and development, regulation
and community involvement. The 
following indicators illustrate the extent
of just some areas of Council activity.

Service Provision
Services provided by Bayside Council
include:
» Domestic and commercial rubbish

collection – some 39,000 collec-
tions per week accounting for over
21,000 tons of rubbish every year

» Libraries – Bayside libraries have
1,500 visitors each day and the
44% of residents who are members
accounted for a total of 540,000
library visits in 2001

» Community services – Council 
delivers a wide range of services to
families, children and young people 

» Aged and Disability Services – Council
provides a full range of services. For
example, in 2001 Council delivered
over 68,000 Meals on Wheels

Infrastructure 
Council has to provide and maintain
community infrastructure and facilities:
» Road and footpath maintenance –

Bayside has 349 km of local 
roads, 751 km of kerbs, 689 km 
of footpaths

» Park land and reserve area 
maintenance – mowing and clean-
ing open spaces – Bayside has a
total of 3.3 square kms of open
parks, foreshores and reserves

Local Government
Serving the Community
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Elsternwick Park Playground
Elsternwick Park boasts a new 
playground that provides children of 
all ages with a range of imaginative
play experiences.The playground was
first proposed back in 1999 as part 
of the Elsternwick Park Strategy Plan.
Since then, extensive community 
consultation has taken place, led 
by consultant playground experts at
Mary Jeavons Landscape Architects.
The playground, which cost

$250,000, has wheelchair access 
and an adult supervision platform 
integrated in the design.

Cr Gary Andrews said: "We are one
step closer towards completion of
the park. This is a state-of-the-art
playground facility which will be a
great asset to the entire community."

The playground was officially opened
on 19 May with a very successful
community party and sausage sizzle.

Basterfield Park Master Plan
GL Basterfield Park, one of Bayside’s
best-kept secrets, is currently under-
going a major upgrading.This is stage
one in the implementation of the
Park’s Master Plan which was adopted
by Council in December 2000.The
work includes new picnic furniture and
barbeques, a new gravel pathway that
provides access through the picnic
area to the edge of the lake, and 
an upgrading of the street frontage.

» Buildings and facilities – 
Bayside Council maintains in
excess of 150 buildings

Regulation
Council plays a major regulatory role
in our community that includes:

» Enforcing local laws and 
regulations (eg. parking, permits,
health regulations)

» Town planning and heritage 
controls 

» Mediating in disputes between 
various individuals and groups
within the community.

Community Involvement
Council is involved in all aspects of
life in Bayside through its support of
community groups, events, cultural 

activities and festivals. Council is 
also involved in representing the
community to other tiers of 
government on issues that affect 
our municipality.

Elsewhere in this edition, some 
major current projects and 
programs are outlined.

Planning For The Future
In planning for the future, Council
must understand the changing
needs of our diverse community 
and provide the right mix of services
to meet those needs. It does this
through regular consultation and
through an open and transparent
budget process.

Mayor Cr Terry O’Brien said: "The
signals were installed at a total
cost of $310,000 and will
improve safety for pedestrians
and road traffic." Both sets of 
traffic lights were commissioned 
on 24 April 2002 and, since being
turned on, have improved safety
significantly. To the best of Council’s
knowledge, no accidents have since
been reported.Work on installing
traffic lights at the Hampton/
Durrant/ Cluden Streets intersection 
(funded under the Blackspot
Program) is underway and should 
be completed by mid-July.

Major Developments in Bayside



ENQUIRIES 9599 4444 OR AT WWW.BAYSIDE.VIC.GOV.AU

Maintaining our City
"Infrastructure is Important"

Bayside, like most metropolitan 
municipalities, faces major 
challenges in providing adequate 
local infrastructure for the future.

As a well established municipality,
people often take our infrastructure 
for granted and do not recognise 
that Council has to fund maintenance,
repair and upgrading. Council has to
provide a wide range of community
infrastructure including local roads,
footpaths, drains, parks, gardens,
foreshore areas and facilities, and
community buildings.

The quality of this infrastructure and
the other services provided by Council
are foundations for the high-quality
environment and the lifestyle that

Bayside enjoys. This amenity is also
reflected in the significant property 
values in the municipality.

Councils have to plan for and deliver
this infrastructure and a proportion of
their revenue is allocated each year 
to cover new development and the
maintenance of existing infrastructure.

While past provision has delivered the
assets that we enjoy today, the fact
that Bayside encompasses some of
Melbourne’s oldest suburbs means
that we have ageing infrastructure in
many areas of the city. This has major
implications for future budgets.

What We Spend Now
"We have to fund most of 
our infrastructure"

It is important to understand the 
magnitude of Council expenditure.

In 2001/2002, Council budgeted to
spend almost $43 million on its 
operational service areas and $15 
million on capital expenditure.

Provided elsewhere in this edition of
Bayside News are details of some 
current capital projects. Our capital
expenditure in any one year is 
funded by a combination of external
contributions from both Federal 
and State Government and Council
funds and loans.

Government contributions vary 
according to the nature of the 
project. On average we need to 
fund around 75% of capital 
expenditure from our own sources
(Council revenue, reserves or loans).

Growth Pressures
"Our current infrastructure is 
under pressure"

Bayside is feeling the effects of
growth. Our population is expanding –
we are the fastest growing city in 
the “inner ring” of Melbourne munici-
palities. More and more young families
are moving into Bayside and this
means that we need to provide 
additional services and facilities 
for children and young people.

At the same time the ageing of the
population also places demands on
our services. Council needs to provide
balance in the services and facilities
that it delivers.

There are other pressures at work.
The changing nature of our neighbour-
hoods, through higher residential 

Infrastructure the challenge  



density, places increased strain on
drainage systems, roads and parking
that were designed for a different 
residential pattern.

The Infrastructure Problem
"We are not keeping up with 
our infrastructure needs"

Bayside has a backlog of mainten-
ance on infrastructure, estimated at 
$16 million in 2001.This will increase
to nearly $30 million by 2005 if no
action is taken.We are in this situation
for a number of reasons including
under-funding of infrastructure by 
past Councils; rate reductions and
past limits imposed on rate increases 
during the amalgamation period; and
the need to reduce pre-amalgamation
superannuation debts.

At the same time, we face current
pressures from building costs and
service contracts which grow faster
than the Consumer Price Index;
Federal and State Governments 
shifting responsibilities to local 
government while reducing 
funding; and increased cost of 
risk management and insurance.

While we face these cost pressures,
the community is also demanding
improved services, including heritage
control and planning enforcement.
Council’s involvement in a wide range
of community issues also has costs
that are often not recognised.

There is a need to commit more 
funds to infrastructure funding on 
a continuing basis.

The Way Ahead
"We need to spend more
on infrastructure"

From this year onwards, Bayside faces
the real challenge of allocating more 
to capital spending while maintaining
essential services to a growing 
community. This will mean increasing
our rate revenue as the residential
nature of our city means that other
sources of revenue are limited.

Rates are 62% of our revenue 
compared with 49% in Port Phillip.
Bayside does not have any major
industrial areas or large shopping 
centres to generate significant 
commercial rate revenue, 90% of 
our rate income is residential rates.

Parking revenues are also limited.
Last year Bayside collected $1 million
in parking revenue (fees and fines)
compared with $19 million in Port
Phillip and $4 million in Boroondara.

Despite revenue limitations, we face
pressure to lift annual spending on
capital expenditure for a sustained
period to deal with current shortfalls
and to accommodate future needs.
It is important that we take this 
action if we are to maintain and
improve our infrastructure.

Investing in Our Future
"A long-term plan is required"

Bayside Council will be launching a
major long-term plan to boost our
capital spending.This plan will ensure
sufficient resources are being allocat-
ed to capital spending; be transparent
and show how the increase in rates 
is being assigned to the infrastructure
program; and enable the community
to be kept informed on infrastructure
needs and the progress on major 
projects.We cannot afford a 
delay – postponement of decisions 
will simply compound the problem.

These issues are covered in the 
Draft Budget, which is available for
public comment during June.

The 2002/2003 Budget has been
developed after an exhaustive 
process of identifying infrastructure
priorities, reviewing expenditure,
ensuring continued productivity
improvements and examining all 
alternative revenue sources.

As elected representatives of the 
community, Councillors are prepared
to make the necessary decisions on
the long-term future of the City.

BAYSIDE NEWS • JUNE 2002 PAGE 13

  of the future



Better Health for Bayside
Bayside City Council has released 
its first Annual Review of the ‘Better
Health for Bayside’ plan that was
adopted in December 2000. ‘Better
Health for Bayside’ is a three-year
strategic plan that aims at promoting
and improving the health and well-
being of the community.Although the
Action Programs outlined in the plan
are primarily Council focussed, many
are applicable to other organisations
involved in improving the health of
the community.

The Annual Review outlines achieve-
ments for the year 2000/2001, in
which the vast majority of actions
nominated in the Action Program

were completed or are in progress.
The review also details focus areas
for 2002/2003.

There are eight key health categories
in the plan.They are Cancer,
Cardiovascular Health, Injury,
Diabetes, Mental Health, Sexual and
Reproductive Health, Communicable
Disease Prevention and Health
Supporting Environments. The review
details many achievements and
focus areas in each category.:

Achievements include:
» establishment of a sun protection

working group and the development
of a draft sun protection policy;

»improvement in skill level and
knowledge of family day care 
staff in relation to nutrition;

»development of the draft Road
Safety Strategy;

»development of resource folders 
to improve access to social support
programs offered by Council;

»improved accuracy of 
immunisation records.

Focus Areas include:
»breast cancer and prostate cancer;
»healthy eating project/program;
»maintenance of health and safety
through existing programs such as
infrastructure maintenance;

»improved collaboration with key
services, practices and agencies to
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Pruning in Bayside
Low hanging branches, fallen debris
and dead or damaged wood have 
the potential to cause injury or 
damage.Although it may seem 
a tiresome task, the pruning of 
overhanging or protruding vegetation
from properties is the responsibility 
of the property owner or occupier,
in accordance with Bayside City
Council’s Local Law No. 3 ‘Streets 
and Roads’. Furthermore, a permit 
is required before the pruning,
trimming or removal of trees on
Council’s Significant Tree Register 

or with a trunk diameter greater 
than 45 centimetres measured 
1.5 metres above the ground.
An owner/occupier’s’ obligations 
are outlined in the pamphlet 
Pruning in Bayside.Another pamphlet
Trees & Vegetation Overhanging
Footways and Roads, outlines Council
services available to residents and
owners, such as kerbside mulching
and green waste collection. It also 
details the specific Local Law 
No. 3 ‘Streets and Roads’. Both 
pamphlets can be obtained from
Council by calling 9599 4444.

Dogs ‘Off Leash’
Dog owners should be aware that 
all dogs must be on a leash whilst
outside their owner’s property unless
they are in one of the specified 
municipal reserves or beaches 
where a dog may be exercised 
off leash, providing they remain 
under the effective control of the
owner. Details of these municipal
reserves and beaches can be found 
in the pamphlet Dog Off Leash Areas
in the Municipality of Bayside,
available from Council. The pamphlet
also outlines other dog-leash laws 

and details an owner’s responsibility to
clean up after their dog. Cr Gary
Andrews said; "Bayside’s pet 
owners may wish to obtain the
pamphlet Reference Guide to 
Useful Pet Contacts, compiled by
Council. It gives details of pet shops,
veterinarians and dog training in 
the City of Bayside, as well as pet
clubs and associations and animal
welfare organisations." 

All the pamphlets can be obtained
from Bayside City Council’s Corporate
Centre or by phoning 9599 4444.

Regulatory Reminders

develop, deliver and/or promote 
diabetes prevention information
and/or programs;

»drug and alcohol strategy;
»implementation of the needle 
and syringe disposal project.

For more information about 
‘Better Health for Bayside’, contact
Allison Ridge on 9599 4417.

Drug and Alcohol Strategy
Following the identification in the
‘Better Health for Bayside’ plan of 
drug and alcohol abuse as an issue 
of high concern for the community,
Council has engaged an expert in 
the field to undertake a study into our
local drug and alcohol issues. Funding
from the Department of Human

Services has helped facilitate the
research by Monash University’s 
Dr Greg Rumbold. Dr Rumbold 
is expected to detail his findings 
by June, and Council will release 
its response later this year.

Cr Graeme Disney said: "Council 
is committed to working on the
growing problem of drug and 
alcohol abuse. Our key objective 
is to develop a Bayside Drug and
Alcohol Strategy in collaboration 
with key service providers and the
community. It is important that we
recognise the demand for drug 
and alcohol support services and
encourage their development in 
an effort to combat the problem."

Bayside City Council is currently collecting and analysing 
economic data that will enable us to develop a comprehensive
profile of Bayside’s economy. As well as being a stand-alone 
profile, it will also be integrated with the overall Bayside
Community Profile. The Economic Profile will be available 
to interested parties both in print and on Council’s website,
soon after the project’s completion in July.

An Economic Profile
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JUNE
Saturday 25th May –
Friday 21st June
‘The Darker Side’ – Works by 
Torres Strait Islander artist, Ellen Jose.
Location: *Bayside ARTrium, Bayside
City Council Corporate Centre,
Royal Ave, Sandringham
Wednesday 5
World Environment Day
Wednesday 5
Council Budget 2002/03 – 
Public Briefing
Monday 10
Queens Birthday – 
Council Offices Closed
Wednesday 12 
Golf Links Walk
Time: 9am, Sandringham Leisure
Centre (King Club), Tulip St,
Sandringham

JULY
Monday 1– Friday 12
Bayside Vacation Care Program –
Contact Council for details
Sunday 7
Bayside Cat Show
Brighton Town Hall
Saturday 13
First Birthday Celebrations for 
Sister City relationship with 
Palavas-les-Flots, France. Beaumaris
Motor Yacht Squadron, Beach Road,
Beaumaris Tickets $55.
Call 9598 3230 or 9598 8452
Sunday 14
Whispers and Vistas Walk
Start: 10am, Pavilion Cheltenham
Park, Park Rd, Cheltenham
Friday 19 
Registration for 2003 enrolments 
for 3 and 4 year-old children for 
pre-schools/kindergartens
Saturday 27
National Tree Day Plant Sale

AUGUST
Monday 12
‘A Different View’ - An Exhibition 
by young Bayside artists
Bayside ARTrium, Bayside City 
Council Corporate Centre, Royal 
Ave, Sandringham
Monday 12- Sunday 18
Victorian Youth Week - Contact 
Council for activities 9599 4444
Thursday 15
‘A Taste of Brighton’ 
WalkTime: 1pm, Brighton Arts and
Cultural Centre, corner Carpenter 
and Wilson Streets, Brighton
Monday 19 - 23
Children’s Book Week - 
All Bayside Libraries

SEPTEMBER
Sunday 1 - Monday 30
Biodiversity Month - Contact Council
for activities 9599 4444
Monday 2
Final date to claim the prompt 
payment discount on 2002/2003
rates and charges
Saturday 7
National Threatened Species Day
Bayside Community Nursery,
319 Reserve Road, Cheltenham
Thursday 19
Elm Awareness Day
Monday 23 - Friday 4 October
Bayside Vacation Care Program
Monday 30
Final date for payment of first rate
installment (for those ratepayers 
electing to pay by installments)
For more information regarding 
Events please contact Bayside 
City Council on 9599 4444.

Hundreds of furry cats and cuddly 
kittens will make their way to the
Brighton Town Hall (Mel Ref 67 F10)
on Sunday 7 July from 9am to 4pm
for the Bayside Cat Championship
Show and Exhibition.

Bayside City Council together with 
the Russian,Abyssinian and British
Cat Club will host the show to 
promote the joys of cat ownership
and encourage responsible pet 
ownership in the community.

The Bayside Cat Show will exhibit 
a variety of cat breeds, information 
on breeds and demonstrations by
breeders. It’s a great opportunity 
to learn more about animal welfare
and protection, while enjoying a 
great day with your family.

For more information and event 
details contact Bayside City Council 
on 9599 4444.

What’s On!   9599 4444
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